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Editor’s Note

Looking through the titles of panels for the 2005
Annual meeting of the AAS in my copy of volume 49,
number 3 of the Asian Studies Newsletter, | noticed
something missing... the words “Malaysia”, “Singapore”
and “Brunei”. But | know that some of us must be giving
papers at the meeting that the rest of us would like to
know about. Please send the title of your paper and
the name and time of the panel, along with your
institutional affiliation and name, to me. | prefer that you
send it to me e-mail rprovenc@juno.com, but | would
happily receive the details by snail mail at:

Ron Provencher, Berita

P.O. Box 13336

Burton, WA 98013
| will set aside a section of Berita volume 29, number 1
for all the MSB-relevant papers. Volume 29.1 will be in
your and your MSB colleagues’ e-mail boxes by

February 15, 2005. Also, if you have news, such as a
forthcoming publication, or a concise review of a
relevant scholarly publication, that would be much
appreciated. Ron Provencher

Periodicals (Relevant to M/S/B Studies)
Annals of the Association of American Geographers
V.94,n.3 -- Sep/2004 Marcus Power & James D.
Sidaway, “The degeneration of tropical geography”
[How did colonial and tropical geography, after WW I,
become development geography by the 1970s? --
Some emphasis on Southeast Asia and notes the
central importance of the Malayan Journal of Tropical
Geography in formalizing the field of tropical geography
after World War I, etc], pp. 585-601.

Aseanie

N.13-- juin 2004 -- (1) John Glatzmayer, book review of
Abu Talib Ahmad & Tan Liok Ee (eds.), New Terrains in
Southeast Asian History, 2003, Ohio University Press,
393 pp. [See especially, (a) Brenda S.A. Yeoh,
“‘Changing perceptions of space in history writing - a
selective mapping of writings on Singapore”, p. 166; (b)
CJW.-L. Wee, “Our island history - economic
development and the national narrative in Singapore”,
pp. 168-169; (c) Abdul Rahman Haiji Ismail & Badriyah
Haji Salleh, “History through the eyes of Malays -
changing perspectives of Malaysia's past’, p.169; (d)
Kobkua Suwannathat-Pian, “Dialogue of two pasts -
‘historical facts’ in ftraditonal Thai and Malay
historiography”, pp. 169-170; (e) Hong Lysa & Juang
Jianli, “The scripting of Singapore’s national heroes -
toying with Pandora’s box”, p. 170; (f) Abu Talib Ahmad,
“Writing Malaysia’s social history from the ecclesiastical
records”, p. 170; (g) Dhiravatna na Pombejra, “Towards
an autonomous history of seventeenth century Phuket”,
p.171; (h) P. Lim Pui Huen, “Continuity and
connectedness — the Ngee Heng Kongsi of Johore”, pp.
171-172; (i) Tan Liok Ee, “Locating Chinese women in
Malaysian history”, p.172; (2) book review in French by
Marie-Paul Halgand of Yong Mun Cheong, The
Indonesian Revolution and the Singapore Connection
1945-1949, p. 176.]

Asian Journal of Communication

V.14n.2 - Sep 2004 / Special Issue: Political
Communication in Asia (Guest Editor, Randolph
Kluver) - (1) Waipeng Lee, Benjamin H. Detenber,
Lars Willnat, Sean Aday & Joseph Graf, “A cross-
cultural test of the spiral of silence theory in Singapore
and the United States” [This the first cross-cultural test
of the theory - Findings provide partial support for the
spiral of silence hypothesis in Singapore, but not in the
United States], pp. 205-226.

Asian Tribune www.asiantribune.com/show_news
Oct/26/04 - (1) “84 confirmed dead in Thailand’s worst
ever violence in it's deep southern province” [Death toll
of Muslim protestors at a 6-hour rally near the Tak Bai
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police station in Thailand’s southernmost province of
Narathiwat includes 6 Malay Muslims who died during
the confrontation with police, and 78 who died later of
‘insufficient oxygen” related to the police use of gas
canisters for crowd control - (2) Six protestors,
reported to be local officials, were arrested and detained
by the fourth army for falsely reporting that weapons
used for self-defense had been stolen- Many M-16 and
AK-47 rifles were seized in the area - (3) In a related
story in the Oct/27/04 The Nation, PM Thaksin
suggested that the riot appeared to be drug induced and
that the deaths of the 78 who died of suffocation were
related to the weakening effects of the victims’ fasting in
the Islamic month of Ramadan. -- Curfew is in effect in
Narathiwat until further notice].

Asia Pacific Viewpoint

V.45,n.2 -- Aug 2004 -- (1) Theodora Linn & Brenda
S.A. Yeoh, "Negotiating 'home' and 'national identity":
Chinese-Malaysian transmigrants in Singapore" [From
the abstract -- Explores questions of 'home' and national
'identity' among skilled Chinese-Malaysians working and
residing in Singapore, portraying them as active
participants of two or more countries, focusing on their
strategies and struggles in negotiating idealogies of
'home' and 'national identity' across borders in two
neighboring countries linked in a volatile political
relationship], pp.141-164; (2) Yasser Mattar, "Arabic
ethnic enterprises in colonial Singapore: market entry
and exit mechanisms" [From the abstract -- Argues that
the entry and exit of Arab ethnic entrepreneurs into and
out of consumer retail and real estate investments may
be better explained with reference to political-economic
conditions which facilitate movement than to embedded
personal relations that enact a chain-link pattern of
industrial mobility], pp.165-179.

Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land-en Volkenkunde

159.1 -- 2003 (1) Kees van Dijk, "The magnetism of
songs" [Deals mainly with "patriotic/nationalist/political"
songs, including: Indonesian lagu perjuangan 'struggle
songs' and lagu pahlawan 'hero songs' and their
relationship to the Indonesian  struggle for
independence; and similar patriotic songs in Malaysia
and Singapore that have a similar relationship to
political causes and events -- Relates the popularity of
the songs, in terms of particular political campaigns and
events as well as sales of music cassettes, providing
examples of the lyrics], pp.31-64.

159.2/3 -- 2003 (1) Leonard Y. Andaya, A review of
Michel Jacg-Hergoualc'h, The Malay Peninsula;
Crossroads of the maritime silk road (100 BC-1300 AD).
Translated by Victoria Hobson. Leiden: Brill, 2002, xxxv
+ 607 pp. (Handbook of Oriental Studies, 13.) Hb. ISBN
90.04.11973.6. [Covers the isthmian region of penin-
sular Burma & Thailand, the Malayan Peninsula, S.E.

Sumatra, and the East coast of the Gulf of Thailand;
conforming to an historical cultural unit -- The first major
evaluation of knowledge of the area since Paul
Wheatley's The golden Khersonese (1961) and of O.W.
Wolter's studies of Early Indonesian Commerce and
The fall of Srivijaya in Malay History (1967 & 1970) --
The author relies primarily on archaeological and artistic
evidence, complimenting reliance on Chinese literature
by the earlier authors --  Distinguishes, perhaps
arbitrarily in the opinion of other scholars, between
entrepot ports that became city states and those that
were only centers for collection and distribution], pp.
405-407; (2) Nicholas J. White, book review of
Matthew Jones, Conflict and confrontation in South East
Asia, 1961-1965; Britain, the United States, Indonesia
and the creation of Malaysia. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2002, xv + 325 pp. Hb. ISBN
0.521.80111.7. ['Meticulously researched, clearly
written and cogently argued"... @ major contribution ==
Book restores the 'Confrontation' between Indonesia
and Malaysia to its proper place in the history of
Southeast Asia -- American political conditions and
pressures regarding Indonesia and Vietnam during the
Kennedy administration, which delayed attention to
Britain's interest in a 'Greater Malaysia', were eased in
the Johnson administration -- American disappointment
with Britain's withdrawal from the region once Sukarno's
threat to Malaysia failed -- The failure of a 'Greater
Malaysia' through the withdrawals of Singapore and
Brunei -- Great Britain could not always rely on an
America concerned with the 'threat' of communism in
Vietnam and Indonesia], pp. 448-449.

159.4 -- 2003 -- (1) Victor T. King, book review of Poline
Bala, Changing borders and identities in the Kelabit
Highlands; Anthropological reflections on growing up in
a Kelabit village near an international frontier. Kota
Samarahan, Sarawak: Unit Penerbitan Universiti
Malaysia Sarawak, Institute of East Asian Studies,
2002, xiv + 142 pp. (Dayak Studies Contemporary
Society Series 1.) Pb. ISBN 983.925717.X. [An
autobiographical ethnography that addresses issues
regarding modes of representation of 'otherness', and
the status and role of native anthropologists as both
insider' and 'outsider' -- Main themes are the changing
meanings and perceptions of borders, boundaries and
identities among the Kelabit, who reside on both sides
of the border between Malaysian Borneo and
Indonesian Kalimantan -- Examines a diverse range of
social and cultural spaces and their boundaries... the
hearth, family unit, longhouse, village, ricefield,
relatives, downriver and upriver people, boundary
marker, and meeting place -- A revised version of the
author's MA thesis submitted to Cornell University in
1999], pp. 633-635; (2) Han Knapen, book review of
Bernard Sellato, Innermost Borneo; Studies in Dayak
cultures. Singapore: Singapore University Press, 2002,
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221 pp. Pb. ISBN 2.914936.02.8. [A collection of 13
articles, papers and essays focusing on the interior
peoples of the upper Mahakam and Kapuas and several
chapters on the island as a whole], pp. 635-638.
Comparative Studies in Society and History

V.46,n.1 -- Jan/2004 -- (1) Robert Cribb & Li Narangoa,
"Orphans of empire: divided peoples, dilemmas of
identity, and old imperial borders in East and Southeast
Asia" [The break-up of empires as the most profound
geo-political phenomenon of the 20th century -- The
constructed nature of ethnicity -- Rogers Brubaker's
Nationalism Reframed -- Malays in Indonesia, Malaysia
and Thailand as one of three cases (also Lao &
Mongol)],pp. 164-187

Contemporary Southeast Asia

V.26,n.2 -- Aug 2004 -- (1) Renato Cruz De Castro,
“Addressing international terrorism in Southeast Asia: a
matter of strategic or functional approach?” [Traces the
evolution of the American-led global campaign, but
focuses on ASEAN countries - Quite a bit of Malaysian
and Singapore content], pp.193-217.

Critical Asian Studies

V.36,n.3 -- Sep 2004 -- (1) Gary Rodan, “International
capital, Singapore’s state companies, and security”
[From the abstract -- Since the 1997-98 Asian economic
crisis, Singapore’s government has embraced neo-
liberal globalization unmatched in Southeast or East
Asia, yet state companies are part of this strategy], pp.
479-499.

Current History

V.103,n.672 -- Apr 2004 -- (1) Zachary Abuza,
"Learning by doing: Al Qaeda's allies in Southeast Asia"
[Jemaah Islamiyah's emergence and spread -- Many
cadre veterans of the Soviet war in Afghanistan --
Network of madrasahs in southern Thailand, Malaysia &
Singapore -- Sketch of the formal structure], pp. 171-
176.

Economic Development and Cultural Change
V.52,n.4 -- Jul 2004 -- (1) Albert Guangzhou Hu,
"Multinational corporations, patenting, and knowledge
flow: the case of Singapore" [The general literature
often shows a positive relationship between the
productivity of domestic firms and foreign direct
investment, which is interpreted as evidence that multi-
national corporations generate technology spillover --
The author, using Singapore as a case, and by using
patent citations as an indicator of knowledge flow,
investigates whether the R&D that MNCs conduct in
their Singapore subsidiaries facilitates knowledge flow
from the MNCs to local inventors in a more direct way
than previous studies], pp. 781-800.

Environment and Planning

V.36,n.8 -- Aug 2004 -- (1) Asif Igbal Siddiqui & Euston
Quah, "Modelling transboundary air pollution in

Southeast Asia: policy regime and the role of
stakeholders" [From the abstract -- Transboundary air
polution (‘haze') a recent & significant environmental
crisis in Southeast Asia == Primarily from forest fires in
Indonesia -- Polluters & victims as stakeholders and
regional model developed to analyze victim & polluter
states -- Victim states: Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore,
Brunei Darussalam, Thailand and Philippines], pp.1411-
1425.

Environment and Planning: Government and Policy
V.22,n.3 - Jun 2004 - (1) Neil M. Coe & Martin Perry,
“‘Promoting linkage to foreign transnationals in a ‘tiger
state: Singapore and the Local Industry Upgrading
Programme” [Critical evaluation of the impacts of a
series of policy initiatives aimed at facilitating a variety
of forms of technology transfer to locally owned firms],
pp. 363-382.

Far Eastern Economic Review

-Closure of Far Eastern Economic Review- Far
Eastern Economic Review, which has for decades
reported and fearlessly commented on human rights
violations in Asia, has announced its closure due to
continuing losses. It will be succeeded by a monthly
publication under the same name devoted to "issues
and ideas", largely written by prominent figures in Asian
politics, business and academe. See page 11 of this
issue of Berita and the next for further details. (From
information provided by Margaret John, Coordinator for
Singapore & Malaysia, Amnesty International Canada]
Aug/05/04 -- (1) “Regional briefing: Malaysia” [Deputy
PM Najib Razak said the government will build a $1.2
billion dam in the jungles of Borneo after the existing
Bakun dam is restructured -- Dam to be wholly owned
by the government], p.11; (2) Barry Wain, “Singapore: a
David and Goliath struggle” [China & Singapore
embroiled in a row over Taiwan — Confrontation may
affect views of China held by other Asian nations -
China seen as testing the younger Lee’s resolve —
Malaysian Berita Harian praised him for standing up for
his country], pp. 20-21; (3) Leslie Lopez, “Malaysia:
save the trees savvy” [Environmental activists are trying
to curb illegal logging in Malaysia], pp. 22-23.
Aug/12/04 - (1) "Regional briefing: Singapore"
[Government's investment arm offers to buy more of
Neptune Orient Lines (container ships) in which it
already has a one-third stake], p.10; (2)Regional
briefing: Thailand" [PM Thaksin conceded that
government soldiers may have used excessive force
when they stormed a mosque in southern Thailand, and
promised compensation to families of men slain], pp.
10-11; (3) "Regional briefing: Malaysia" [Eric Chia, ex-
managing director of Perwaja Steel, on trial for fraud in
country's biggest financial scandal, pleaded innocent of
criminal breach of trust], p.11; (4) Cris Prystay, "Sinful
use of SMS" [Malaysia's National Fatwa Council has
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ruled that it is a sin for Muslims to take part in short-
messaging service contests, because SMS contests are
akin to gambling, and dozens of businesses have put
SMS campaigns on hold ], p.11; (5) Shawn W. Crispin,
"Human rights: torture in Thailand" [Thailand's National
Human Rights Commission has gathered testimony
from suspected militants of abuses by police -
Allegations include being hanged, forced to stand on a
chair for days, electric shocks, beatings and being
urinated upon -- Thai police said to have acted
independently and not on government orders --
Amnesty International's secretary-general, Irene Khan,
says that checks and balances regarding human rights
that are built into Thailand's legal system have broken
down], pp.12-15; (6) Shawn Crispin, "In the South, an
iron fist in a velvet glove"[Thai security forces under fire
from rights groups for heavy handed tactics in the
Islamic south, but Interior Minister Bhokin Bhalakula
believes the Thai government is beginning to win the
battle for hearts and minds of (Malay & Thai) Muslims in
the southern provinces], pp14-15; (7) Sebastian Tong,
"Mobile phones: love bites” [ Singapore's lonely hearts
are romancing the phone, looking for love with a
Bluetooth dating service], p.31; (8) S. Jayasankaran,
"Economic monitor: Brunei buoyed by oil" [The
sultanate's economy has weathered the storms, growing
steadily on the back of its resource wealth], p.14; (9)
Cris Prystay, "Currents: anyone's game" [Champion
badminton players of Singapore and Malaysia and
Olympic hopes], p. 49.

Aug/19/04 - (1) “Editorials: Singapore’s challenge” [Can
Lee Hsien Loong encourage more risk-taking while also
further promoting private enterprises?], p. 6; (2)
“Intelligence: Singapore’s U.S. seal of approval” [In
show of approval of Singapore’s tough stance against
terrorism, U.S. Sec. of Homeland Security, Tom Ridge
attended Singapore’s annual National Day reception in
Wash. D.C], p. 6; (3) “Regional briefing: Singapore
enters new leadership era” [Goh Chok Tong, steps
down as PM after 14 years, and Lee Hsien Loong takes
over, p. 12; (4) “Regional briefing: Singapore’s
economy” [Growth rate of 12.5% in 2" quarter
compared to last year, mostly from computer chips &
pharmaceuticals -- Also, Singapore hosted a three day
gay & lesbian festival billed as Asia‘s largest], p.12; (5)
“Regional briefing: Malaysia” [State-owned utility
Tenaga Nasional signed electric power purchase
agreemaent with Jimah Teknik of Japan], p.13; (6)
Barry Wain, “Singapore: enter the son” [ Here’s what
the record shows, what colleagues say, what to expect
from Lee Hsien Loong, 3@ PM in 39 years], pp. 14-18;
(7) S. Jayasankaran, “Malaysia: urban quagmire”
[Kampung Baru, a 256 acre land reservation in the
shadow the Petronas Twin Towers has failed to fulfill it

possibilities as an urban neighborhood because of the
exclusion of non-Malay ownership, and has become
part of the urban traffic quagmire in Kuala Lumpur -
Banks not receptive to investment because the land
cannot be sold to non-Malays -- Former PM Mahathir
ordered the government to forcibly acquire 223 acres of
KB, but the deal went sour over disagreements about
the price -- Editor's note, | lived there 3 times, twice with
my wife and daughters, for extended periods of
research; and my wife and | briefly visited a close friend
there in July of this year; KB is only one of many parts
of the KL traffic problem, and although some of the
residents need financial help to develop better housing
and small businesses, but it looks like home to me! rp],
pp. 20-22.

Aug/26/04 -- (1) “Regional briefing: Singapore” [Brief
note on Lee Hsien Loong’'s swearing in as Singapore’s
third PM], p. 10; (2) Cris Prystay, “Economic monitor: a
safer spread” [By diversifying its investments across
Asia, Singapore is today less dependent on electronics
exports], p. 46.

Sep/02/04 -- (1) “Intelligence: Malaysian mission to Iraq
in doubt” [When PM Abdullah Ahmad Badawi visited
Washington in mid-July he offered Malaysian medical
mission to be sent to Iraq - Mission now in doubt,
Washington says it is because the Malaysian Foreign
Minister set too stringent preconditions, such as
improved security for the mission in Iraq], p. 9.; (2)
“‘Regional briefing: Malaysia” [Nation-wide alert for lethal
strain bird-flu H5N1 -- Discovered in village (Pekan
Pasir) near the Thai border -- 7 persons sent to hospital
for tests & 350 birds slaughtered], p.11; (3) Barry Wain,
‘Lee at the lectern” [Singapore PM Lee Hsien Loong
used first major speech as PM to make it easier &
cheaper for couples to have children], p.11.

Sep/09/04 - (1) “Editorials: Vietnam’s plan for arguing
its claim in the disputed Spratly Islands” [An affiliate of
Vietnam Airlines intends to open commercial air
services to an island in the Spratly group, which is
claimed in whole or in part by Brunei, China, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam -- An angry
Chinese reaction caused Vietnam to delay Implement-
ation... and Malaysia claims possession of two of the
islands through 88 years of continuous administration
and a 2002 World Court decision], p.8; (2) Amitav
Acharya, “Fight terrorism--but carefully” [Advice to the
United States from the deputy director of Defence and
Strategic Studies in Singapore on how to fight
terrorism], p.26; (3) S. Jayasankaran, “Supermax Corp:
hand in glove* [Malaysian entrepreneur Stanley Thai's
business model fits well with the sort of agro-based,
small industry favored by PM Abdullah], pp. 46-47.
Sep/16/04 -- (1) "Editorials: the Anwar renaissance?"
[The question for Malaysians is not whether Anwar
Ibrahim, now recovering from surgery in Germany, will
return to politics, but in what way--Keadilan or UMNO?],
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p.6; (2) "Regional briefing: Malaysia" [Malaysian
Federal Court orders release of former Deputy PM],
p.12; (3) S. Jayasankaran, "Malaysia: a leader
returns"[Freed by the Federal Court after 6 years in
prison, Anwar lbrahim may return to his former
profession as a national political leader -- The
immediate possibility depends on overturning his
corruption  conviction, otherwise he cannot stand
election until 2008 -- He might even rejoin UMNO],
pp.14-18; (4) S. Jayasankaran, "Malaysia: Umno vs.
Umno" [Dispute about oil revenue an embarrassing
dilemma for UMNO -- Lawsuit between the state of
Terengganu and the federal government regarding
Federal Court reversal of Petronas making 5% royality
payments to Terengannu for oil produced off-shore, for
which the ruling political party of Trengganu, PAS,
brought suit to both the oil company and the federal
government, etc.], p.30; (5) Anwar Ibrahim, "The 5th
column: the importance of dialogue" [A page from
Anwar's diary while on board a flight from Kuala Lumpur
to Frankfurt, en route to Munich for his operation], p.31;
(6) Michael Vatikiotis & John McBeth, "Investment:
Indonesia's return to grace" [Despite fear of terrorist
attacks, Indonesia is attracting regional investment,
especially  from  Singaporean and  Malaysian
companies], pp. 56-58; (7) Shawn W. Crispin,
"Companies: Bangkok gusher" [Features joint venture
Thai-Malaysian gas pipeline], pp.59-61; (8) Michael
Vatikiotis, "At the movies: Malaysia banks on a
princess" [The recent release of Puteri Gunung Ledang,
based on a classical Malay legend, is the most
expensive movie ever made in Malaysia and features
Tiara Jacquelina as the princess and Adlin Aman
Ramlie as the Sultan of Melaka, directed by Saw Teong
Hin], p. 70.

Sep/23/04 - (1) “Regional briefing: Malaysia” [Former
PM Anwar Ibrahim failed to win an appeal against a
corruption charge, so remains banned from running for
public office until April 2008], p.10; (2) “Regional
briefing: Brunei” [Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah
married 17 year old commoner — Heads of state from
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines attended the
wedding], p.11; (3) S. Jayasankaran, “No love lost’
[Court ruling and statements by the Malaysian PM
appear to block swift return to UMNO by former Deputy
PM Anwar lbrahim], pp.11-12; (4) Michael Vatikiotis,
“Choices, choices: an interview [Anwar Ibrahim is
preparing a political comeback, but faces tough choices
— Discusses Islamic radicalism in Asia, comments on
Islamic changes in region, proposes to engage radicals
who don’t preach violence, admits being surprised by
the increasing influence of Islamic radicals, comments
on immorality of U.S. long-term incarceration of
suspected terrorists without trial, seeks modernity

without surrendering pride in Islam], pp.13-15.
Sep/30/04 - (1) Tang Ching Leng, “Letters: how to
develop” [What is needed in order to develop Kampung
Baru, the Malay land reservation in Kuala Lumpur,
where only Malays can own land, do business or reside,
is for government to become master planner by putting
all land into a real estate trust, thereby turning owners
into share holders, so that maximum market value could
be extracted, etc.], p.3; (2) Aznifah Isnariah Abdul
Ghani, “Letters: no backtracking” [Regarding the Sept 2
article “Malaysian mission to Iraq in doubt” — Story gave
an impression that Malaysian Foreign Minister Syed
Hamid Albar has imposed new and stringent conditions
for sending proposed medical team to Iraq - In fact, the
Malaysian PM in a July 19 meeting with President Bush
committed to the project as soon as the operating
environment permits], p.3; (3) “Intelligence: Malaysia to
keep dollar peg for now” [Former PM Mahathir's
unilateral pegging of the ringgit to the dollar was risky
but paid rich economic dividends for Malaysia], p.8; (4)
“Intelligence: Anwar's line to the outside world”
[Through 6 years in prison, Anwar had no access to
television or radio; but he had access to a mobile phone
- Also, he insisted on not being released on medical
grounds], p.10; (5) Tom Holland, “Investing: Southeast
Asia bounces back” [Strong economic performance,
less political risk, better governance and initiatives
attract overseas investment -- Stocks are relatively
cheap - Malaysia and Singapore among the ‘winners’],
pp.44-46; (6) Tom Holland, “Singapore: stellar play”
[Booming economy giving investors spectacular
returns], p. 47; (7) S. Jayasankaran, “Malaysia:
resurrected” [Promise of reform combined with surge of
domestic consumption is attracting investors], p. 48,
Oct/07/04 - (1) “Brunei’s baby steps” [The Sultan
begins an experiment in democracy - Convened
parliament, which has been out of session since 1984 -
Plans to expand the Legislative Council from 21 to 45
members - No real pressure for democracy from
Brunei’s 365 thousand inhabitants — Last election in
1962, while still a British colony], p. 6; (2) S.
Jayasankaran, “Malaysia’s surprise setback” [Premier
Abdullah lost some allies in UMNO party polls - Is it bad
news for his reform agenda?], p.18.

Oct/14/04 -- (1) I.A. Rashid, “Letters: Anwar's future”
[Contests the idea in Sep. 16 issue that Anwar Ibrahim’s
return to public life could begin a new era in Malaysian
politics], p.3; (2) ‘“Intelligence: Anwar's plans for a
reform think-tank” [Anwar lbrahim plans to set up an
independent think-thank for a government reform
agenda], p.8; (3) “Regional briefing: Singapore”
[Singapore’'s only cable TV, Star Hub, priced initial
public offering at the bottom of the forecast range,
raising $271.5 million], p.13; (4) Mark Valencia,
“Ensuring Asia’s maritime safety” [Malaysia worries that
U.S. presence in the Strait of Malacca & Singapore
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Strait may attract terrorist attacks -- Malaysia proposes
tightening cooperation among Malaysia, Singapore &
Indonesia ... on July 20 vessels from the 3 countries
began joint patrols, U.S. has not backed-off], p.27; (5)
Michael Vatikiotis, Simon Burns, Helen Przygodzki,
“Asian Innovation Awards” [84 submissions in the
second year for Singapore’s Global Entrepolis Award
reduced to a dozen finalists], pp. 38-47 ; (6) Cris
Prystay, “Money: arbitration” [Squeaky clean Singapore
is well positioned to project itself as the region’s new
dispute-resolution center], p.52.

Oct/21/04 -- (1) “Intelligence: Abdullah set the tone with
Jakarta” [Malaysia's PM the first foreign leader to
congratulate Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono on his
election as President of Indonesia -~ A Malaysian-
Indonesian  “axis”?],p.10; (2) “Regional briefing:
Singapore” [Ministry of Trade & Industry says the
economy slumped in the third quarter], p.13; (3) Shawn
W. Crispin, “The Region: biking to war” [Motorcycle-
mounted Malay insurgents in southern provinces of
Thailand find a blind spot in the army’s defences --
Rebels on motorbikes have shot an estimated 240
officials and security personnel, sparking an exodus of
Bangkok-appointed bureaucrats, judges, teachers and
even monks -- The defense minister was sacked by PM
Thaksin on October 6 -- No rebel group has claimed
responsibility -- Joseph Liow, security expert at
Singapore’s Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies
commented that “It's an exercise of weapons of the
weak” (Noted, with a bow to Jim Scott, from the editor of
Berita), p.20; (4) Michael Vatikiotis, Barry Wain, Colin
James, John Larkin “Asian Innovation Awards: the
winners 2004" [Judges from Malaysia, U.S., India,
Thailand & Singapore -- Gold award to a group of six
engineers and doctors from the National University of
Singapore, the National University Hospital and
Singapore’s Temasek Polytechnic for finding a safer
way to mend damaged skulls and to aid regrowth of
bone in other parts of the body -- Silver award to a New
Zealand team and a child prodigy for reducing an eye
test that used to take an hour to a few minutes -- Bronze
award to the Ecube company for an energy-efficient air-
conditioning system for hotels -- GlobalEntrepolis@
Singapore Award to I-flex solutions for the Flexcube
software suite for banks and financial services
companies -- Etc.] , pp. 35-43; (5) Eric Bellman (with
Chris Prystay), “Money: investing” [Singapore Inc.
diversifies == In its drive to diversify, Temasek,
Singapore government’s investment arm, has become
one of India’s biggest private-equity investors], pp. 50-
51; (6) Nury Vittachi, “Winning the (rat) race’
[Concerned with “Asian life styles... some Malaysian
and Singapore content] pp. 55-60; (7) Andrew Huang,

“Mum’s the word: family fun in Rice Rhapsody”’ [Review
of a film about a Singapore mum who has three sons...
the two eldest are gay and mum is getting worried about
the third -- Sylvia Chang as the mum and Tan LePham
as the youngest son] , p.66.

Oct/28/04 -- (1) “Intelligence: Singapore touts Middle
East talks” [Singapore launches diplomatic initiative to
bring Asia and the Middle East closer -- First ‘Asia-
MiddleEast dialogue’ in mid-2005 planned in a mid-
October 2004 meeting in Singapore -- First official
meeting to include 50 Middle East and Asian states], p.
8; (2) Gordon Fairclough, “Gay Asia: tolerance pays”
[Examines the changing lives of Asia’s gays... focus is
on Singapore], pp. 52-55; (3) Alison T. Sebens, “Gays
and the law” [Quick view of legal restraints on gays in
Asian countries], pp. 56-57; (4) Michael Innis & Cris
Prystay, “The pink dollar: in search of hot currency”
[Gay economy in Singapore and Australia], pp. 58-59.
Indonesia and the Malay World

V.32,n.92 -- Mar 2004 -- (1) Sergei Kukushkin, "Hikayat
Negeri Jambi: the structure and sources of the
nineteenth-century Malay historical work" [A tale like the
Sejarah Melayu in that it was composed after European
(Dutch not Portuguese) conquest in order to preserve a
glorious history for succeeding generations and to
explain the defeat of a once powerful Malay state],
pp.53-61.

International Feminist Journal of Politics

V.6,n.1 -- 2004 -- (1) Rebecca Foley, “Muslim women’s
challenges to Islamic law: the case of Malaysia”
[Reform of Islam by women and lessons learned thru
this activism -- Examples from some groups of
Malaysian Muslim women -- Several strategies
described and their effects in reforming religious
interpretation of Syariah recounted], pp. 53-84.
International Journal of Comic Art

V.6,n.2 — Fall 2004 - (1) Lim Cheng Tju, “Chop Suey —
Cartoons about the Japanese occupation and national
education in Singapore” [Explores the relationships
between art and politics in the context of cartooning in
Singapore - Historical sketch of the role of popular arts
in Singapore history centered on cartoons and comics --
Lui Kang and Chop Suey — Chop Suey and Singapore’s
current needs - 6 illustrations, conclusion, endnotes
and references (English, Chinese and Malay sources)],
pp.415-430; (2) Cartoons by Mohd. Nor Khalid in the
Portfolio section, pp. 477 & 483; (3) Cartoon by Deng
Coy Miel in the Portfolio section, p. 483.

International Political Science Review

V.25n.2 - Apr 2004 - (1) M. Shamsul Haque,
“Governance and bureaucracy in Singapore: con-
temporary reforms and implications” [From the abstract:
Examines the case of Singapore in terms of the recent
trends of reform in its public governance and explores
major local and global factors shaping the reform
agendal, pp. 227-240.
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International Sociology

V.19,n.1 - Mar 2004 - (1) Peter Mandaville, combined
review of a) Michael G. Peletz, Islamic Modem:
Religious Courts and Cultural Politics in Malaysia; and
b) Armand Salvatore (ed.), Muslim Traditions and
Modern Techniques of Power; and Muhammad Qasim
Zaman, The Ulama in Contemporary Islam: Custodians
of Change, pp. 111-114.

Journal of Comparative Family Studies
V.xxxv,n.3--Summer 2004 -- (1) King Ai Yun, "ldeclogy
and changing family arrangements in Singapore"
[Qualitative approach used to portray families as agents
struggling with traditions and ideology to forge their
family identity under conditions of rapid industrialization
-- Study designed around two types of family structures
in Singapore: a) three generation families and b)
couples who are negotiating their emerging roles within
constraints and difficulties], pp.375-392.

Journal of Southeast Asian Studies

V.35,n.3 -- Oct. 2004 -- (1) Lian Kwen Fee & Koh Keng
We, "Chinese enterprise in colonial Malaysia: the case
of Eu Tong Sen" [From the abstract -- Utilizes a case
study to criticise the culturalist perspective as an ex-
planation of development of Chinese entrepreneurship,
utilizing data on business strategies between 1897 and
1920 -- Identifies conditions in and outside colonial
Malaya that affected Chinese business activities], pp.
415-432; (2)Liew Kai Khiun, "The anchor and the voice
of 10,000 waterfront workers: Jamit Singh in the
Singapore story (1954-63)" [From the abstract -- Jamit
Singh's legacy as a charismatic trade unionist and
political activist as coincident with changing political
events -- Begins with a quote from a Lee Kuan Yew
speech], pp. 459-478; (3) Clifford Sather, book review of
Ada Pryer (edited by Susan Morgan), A decade in
Borneo, London: Leicester University Press, 2001, 183
pp. [Book first published in 1893/94 -- the author was
not pleased and began an enlarged 2nd edition that was
never published; but her own notes, corrections,
additions etc., which exist, were not utilized in this latest
printing -- Sather notes that this issue of the book, while
essentially a reprint of the original, has 'corrections' and
additions that are not knowledgeable — His comments,
corrections and additions are interesting and well
stated], pp. 564; (4) Carl Trocki, book review of Wu Xiao
An, Chinese business in the making of a Malay state,
1882-1941: Kedah and Penang. London & New York:
Routledge. 2003, 239 pp. [Book examines the shifting
fortunes of early Chinese business enterprise and its
networks in Kedah, focusing on the rice trade and
opium revenue farming business -- A thorough, yet brief
review], pp. 568-570.

Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society

V.Ixxvii,pt.1 -- 2004 -- (1) Mahani Musa, “Malay
women’s involvement in land ownership, the
accumulation of wealth, and indebtedness in Kedah
(1881-1940)" [From the Introduction -- Studies of
women are a recent phenomenon in Malaysian
historiography; most recent studies by sociologists &
anthropologists -- But Kedah a fertile area for
historiographic research -- This is a study of Malay
women’s  involvement in  Kedah's  economic
development based on a survey of the historical records
- Sections on Malay women in pre-colonial Kedah,
Malay women and land petitions, women and inherited
property, women in contests regarding jointly owned
property, Malay women in the occupational sector,
indebtedness among Malay women] pp. 1-22; (2) Leong
Foke Meng, “Early land transactions in Singapore: the
real estates of William Fuqua (1774-1839), and their
families” [Little has been published on land
administration, especially on sales transactions of
properties owned by the first two Residents (William
Fuqua & John Crawfurd) and their families, this article
fills that gap], pp.23-42; (3) C. H. Gallop, “Brunei
Darussalam and the modern novel” [Begins with a brief
history of Brunei as context -- Other sections on Brunei
literature and identity, listing and brief descriptions of
Brunei's novelists and their novels - Settles into a
duscussion of Muslim Burmat's writings and the
question of his acceptance by Bruneian audiences], pp.
43-52; (4) Mat Zin bin Mat Kib, “Christianization in
Sabah and the development of indigenous communities:
a historical study” [Begins with a bibliographic history of
studies of the subject -- Other sections on the
establishment of Christianity in Sabah, the Christian
missions and community development in Sabah, and a
conclusion that focuses on the important role of
missionaries in development for the indigenous peoples
of Sabah], pp. 53-65 ; (5); P.J. Rivers, “The origin of
‘Sabah’ and a reappraisal of Overbeck as Maharajah”
[A critical history of the replacement name of North
Borneo as a British colonial possession after it became
a part of Malaysia -- The various explanations for why
“‘Sabah” was chosen and what it means or relates to --
Finishes with a detailed account of the many possible
sources of the name, its application to the area, and its
probable history.], pp. 67-99; (6) A.J. Stockwell, book
review of Cheah Boon Kheng, Malaysia: The Making
of A Nation. 2002. Singapore: Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies. xviii + 363 pp. Pb. ISBN 981-230-154-2;
pp. 101-103; (7) P. Lim Pui Huen, book review of Henri
Frei, Guns of February: Ordinary Japanese Soldiers’
Views of the Malayan Campaign and the Fall of
Singapore, 1941-42. 2004. Singapore: Singapore
University Press. xxxi, 194 pp. ISBN 9971-69-273-2; pp.
103-105; (8) Sharon Siddique, book review of Virginia
Hooker & Noraini Othman (eds), Malaysia: Islam,
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Society and Politics. 2003. Singapore: Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies. 280 pp. Pb. ISBN 981-230-
156-9; pp. 105-108; (9) H.S. Barlow, book review of
Nicholas J. White, British Business in Post-Colonial
Malaysia,  1957-70: ’Neo-colonialism’  or
‘disengagement’?. 2004. London: Routledge Curzon.
xvi, 256 pp. ISBN 0-415-323207; 108-110.
Jurnal IKIM (Institute Kefahaman Islam Malaysia)
V.10,n.2 -- Jul-Dec 2002 -- (1) Ahmad Fauzi Abdul
Hamid, “The formative years of the Dakwah movement:
origins, causes and manifestations of Islamic
resurgence in Malaysia” [A thoughtful reflection on the
nature and origins of the Dakwah movement in
Malaysia from the late 1960’s, noting unique Malaysian
contexts and characteristics compared to Islamic
resurgences in other parts of the world -- 8 pages of
bibliography], pp. 87-124.

V.11,n.1 -- Jan-Jun 2003 -- (1) Jamil Osman, “The
evolution and growth of Islamic financial institutions in
Malaysia” [Describes the emergence of financial
institutions during the last four decades, describing the
concept of an Islamic financial system, the structure of
the financial system in Malaysia, development of the
Islamic system in Malaysia, the Islamic money market,
aspects of growth, and prospects -- 6 tables], pp.1-36 ;
(2) Abdul Rahim Abdul Rahman, “Zakat on business
wealth in Malaysia: corporate tax rebate, accountability
and governance” [Examines and discusses the
contemporary issues of zakat on business wealth as
practiced in Malaysia], pp. 37-50.

Malaysian Business

Apr 1st- 15t -- 2004 -- (1) A. Kadir Jasin, “Other thots:
improving on the record” [The ruling coalition’s landslide
victory in the general election will serve to make it more
accountable to the common people], pp. 7-9; (2)
Charles Raj, “The war on corruption® [The crusade
against graft goes into higher gear after the elections],
p.10; (3) Halim Wahab, “Take nothing for granted”
[While Barisan National deserves congratulations for
winning, They should remain cautious -- Provides chart
of BN & Opposition popular vote by states for 1999 and
2004], pp. 12-13.

Apr 16t - 30t -- 2004 -- (1) A. Kadir Jasin, “Other thots:
strength in numbers” [The BN’s resounding win in the
recent general election has resulted in an enlarged
Government... is big better?], pp. 6-8; (2) Charles Raj,
“Post-election challenge” [MCA'’s election win may need
to be examined... why many of its candidates lost their
Chinese majority constituencies], p.10; (3) Bhupinder
Singh, “Winds of change” [The BN'’s victory in the
general election sees a ripple of change going through
companies in Trengganu], pp. 11-12; (4) James S, “A
whole lot of bull?” [After all the build-up and excitement

over a possible post-election rally, has the market lost
steam?], pp. 13-14 & 23.

May 1st - 15t -- 2004 -- (1) A. Kadir Jasin, “Other thots:
the dynamics of UMNO and democracy” [After the
general election all eyes have turned to impending
UMNO election -- Should UMNO go back to basics,
allowing collective decisions on leaders and policies, or
stick to the trend of no-contest for top posts?], pp.5-7;
(2) Charles Raj, “Politicising religion” [The recent
election shows that Malaysians prefer to separate
religion from politics... is the future bleak for religious-
based parties?], p. 8.

May 16th - 31st -- 2004 -- (1) A. Kadir Jasin, “Other
thots: balancing the budget” [The shortfall in revenue
collection needs to be addressed... big government is
unsustainable ... racism in Malaysia and America], pp.
7-9; (2) Charles Raj, “Fulfiling promises” [Barisan
should move quickly to deliver election pledges], p.10;
(3) Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, “Why the cruelty”
[There can be no justification for the cruelty and
humiliation suffered by the Iragis at the hands of the
British and American Soldiers], p. 12.

Jun 1st - 15t .- 2004 -- (1) A. Kadir Jasin, “Other thots:
revolting rivers” [Can Malaysia be a developed nation
without defiling our environment? -- Scrutinising the
Members of Parliament -- The status of Radio Malaysia
-- About the Minister of Culture, Arts and heritage], p. 7-
9; (2) Charles Raj, “Do we need foreign workers?”
[Reliance on foreign workers has impeded technological
advances], p.10.

Studies on Asia www.isp.msu.edu/studiesonasia/

[A new electronic journal, free of charge -- No MSB
content in the first issue, but MSB authors are
welcome... Thanks for the tip from NIU'’s Julia Lamb ].
The Chronicle of Higher Education (On line at
http://chronicle.com/email )

The Economist

August 7t- 13th .- 2004 -- (1) “The world this week:
politics” [Thailand will compensate families of young
Muslims killed when security forces using excessive
force raided a mosque in April], p. 6.

Aug 14t - 20th -- 2004 -- (1) "The world this week: all in
the family" [Singapore's PM Goh Chok Tong resigned to
make way for Lee Hsien Loong, son of Lee Kuan Yew,
on Aug 12], p.8; (2) "Face value: Singapore's man with
a plan" [Can Philip Yeo reinvent Singapore as a
hothouse of innovation? -- Head of A*Star, a
government agency in charge of coordinating
Singapore's deepening investment in the business of
bio-medicine -- Singapore already one of the leading pill
producers in the world -- Most of the world's leading
drug firms make products in Singapore for global
consumption == Now on to bio-medicine], p.60.; (3)
"Temasek: first Singapore, next the world" [As it
embarks on an international shopping spree,
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Singapore's Temasek promises to become more
transparent -- Singapore's state investment agency is
still buying firms in other countries, while most other
countries are "privatising"], pp. 65-66.

Aug 28 — Sep3rd -- 2004 -- (1) "The world this week:
Singapore Airlines" [Singapore Airlines agreed to buy
up to 31 long-range jets from Boeing... total up to $7.4
billion], p. 7.

Sep 4t — 10tth .- 2004 -- (1) "The world this week:
Anwar freed" [Anwar Ibrahim freed 6 years after arrest],
p.8; (2) "Malaysia: the freeing of Anwar" [On September
2, the Malaysian Federal Court overturned his
conviction -- Malaysian politics may enter a turbulent
new phase with the release of its most charismatic
politician], pp. 41-42.

Sep11t - 17t -- 2004 -- (1) “Politics: Anwar Ibrahim”
[Anwar Ibrahim, former deputy PM of Malaysia won
right of appeal against a conviction for corruption --
Appeal to be heard next week], p. 6.

Sep18-th — 24t -- 2004 -- (1) "Politics: Anwar's hopes
dashed" [Former deputy PM Anwar Ibrahim loses
appeal against conviction for corruption -- Cannot enter
politics unless he is given a royal pardon], p.8; (2) Eva
Ho, "Letters: Temasek" [Complains that The Economist
August 14th article, "First Singapore, next the world",
painted a distorted picture of Temasek Holdings and
unjustly casts aspersions on its corporate governance],
p.20.

Sep25th - Oct 1st -- 2004 -- (1) "Politics" [ Malaysia,
Indonesia & the Philippines dismissed Australia plan to
create regional anti-terrorist police squads], p.8.
Oct2nd - 8th - 2004 -- (1) “Oil in Asia: pump priming”
[Expensive oil and subsidized gasoline are hurting
Asia’s economies... except Malaysia’s], pp.41-42.
Oct23 r - 29 th - 2004 -- (1)"Malaysia: forging a nation"
[Malaysia's new model army tackles self-regulation --
National service program run by the state instructs
Malays, Chinese and Indians to be tolerant citizens and
hopes to reduce the usual voluntary segregation based
on different languages & different dietary restrictions --
No serious ethnic clashes since 1969, but many
Chinese and Indians only grudgingly accept the official
government system of public educational and economic
preference schemes for Malays --  Continuing in-
sistence of Chinese and Indian communities that their
children be taught in their native languages, which
greatly reduces their presence in mainstream public
schools -- Perhaps this year's military draft, a 3 month
stint for 85,000 17 year-olds is part of a solution], p.44.
Oct30th -Nov5th -- 2004 -- (1) "Thailand: Thaksin the
callous" [(Malay) "Muslims die in custody, and the prime
minister blames Ramadan" [Recounts the aftermath of
violence on October 26th in Takbai, Narathiwat after
police arrested 6 men suspected of stealing weapons to

distribute to Muslim militants -- Six people killed in the
riot, 1,300 other packed into trucks resulting in
suffocation of 78 more -- Two days afterward, PM
voiced regrets - Critics critical of PM's action and
inaction], p. 49.

The Nation

Oct/27/04 - See Asian Tribune Oct/26/04 above.

The New York Times

Tues,0ct19,2004 - (1) Keith Bradsher, “Chinese
automaker plans assembly line in Malaysia” [Chery
Automobile  Company, a fast-growing Chinese
automaker plans to assemble cars in Malaysia thru
Alado Corporation - GM and Volkswagen accuse Chery
of copying their designs, etc -- Initially Alado plans to
import fully assembled Chery QQ cars, but next year will
begin to assemble the QQ and the B14 minivans using
Chinese and Malaysian parts], pp. W1 & W7.

The Yale Journal of International Law
V.29.n.2--Summer 2004 -- (1) John Coyle, "Rules of
origin as instruments of foreign economic policy: an
analysis of the integrated sourcing initiative in the U.S.-
Singapore free trade agreement" [Examines a legal
instrument of foreign economic policy, "rules of origin®
that are necessary components of all bilateral free trade
agreements, drawing upon scholars' insights identifying
rules of origin as policy instruments and borrowing from
political science literature to emphasize foreign
economic policy elements of the Integrated Sourcing
Initiative negotiated as a part of the U.S.-Singapore
Free Trade Agreement of 2003], pp.545-580.

USA TODAY

Thurs/Nov04 -- 2004 -- Paul Wiseman, “World: in
Malaysia, ‘Islamic civilization” is promoted, tolerance
one of the tenets” [Half of a full-size newspaper page on
a very complex matter, with quotes from MSB/SG’s
Bridget Welsh and Patricia Martinez among others -
Notes PM Abdullah Ahmad Badawi’s promotion of Islam
Hadari, the northeastern phenomenon of the ‘Sky
Kingdom’' of Kampung Batu, and the place of Islam in
Malaysian society, politics, and cinema], p.25A (With
thanks to Ms. Sherry L. for bringing it to our attention).
World Englishes

V.23,n.3 -- Aug 2004 -- (1) Jock Wong, “Reduplication
of nominal modifiers in Singapore English: a semantic
and cultural interpretation” [A study of a widely used
reduplication process, nominal modifiers, possibly linked
with a culture-specific norm of interaction that seems to
be characteristic of Singapore English speakers - E.g.,
‘Don’t always eat sweet-sweet (= very sweet) things’,
“Why the veggie got bitter-bitter (= very bitter) taste”,
“How come got black black (= very black) one?”, etc.],
pp.339-354; (2) Peter K. W. Tan, “Evolving naming
patterns: anthroponymics within a theory of the
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dynamics of non-Anglo Englishes” [It is commonly
known that English place names show vestiges of the
original languages spoken (e.g. Kent is Celtic), but little
attention has been paid to personal names -- This
article explores ways in which this can be done by
examining ethnic Chinese names in Singapore, with a
view to how this could be related to the spread of non-
Anglo Englishes -- Uses graduation lists of Singapore
universities over a span of 40 years as data -- Historical
increase of proportion of population with English based
names], pp.367-384.

Books Books books books (Relevant to M/S/B)

* Abu Talib Ahmad & Tan Liok Ee (eds.)

2003 New Terrains in Southeast Asian History.
Athens, Ohio & Singapore: Ohio University Press &
Singapore University Press. 418 pp. ISBN: 9-971-
69269-4. [From review by Jean Gelman Taylor, Asian
Journal of Social Science V.32,n.2, 2004, pp.310-312 --
An emphasis on Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand --
Highlights Tan Liok Ee’s search for Chinese women in
Malaya'’s history -- Lim Pui Huen'’s history of a Chinese
brotherhood’s role in the modern state of Johor.]

* Ban Kah Choon, Anne Pakir & Tong Chee Kiong (eds.)
2004  Imagining Singapore. Singapore: Eastern
Universities Press. SI/ISBS 9812102485. [Courtesy of
U. Washington Lib. SEA English language acquisitions]

* Barnard, Timothy P. (ed.)

2004 Contesting Malayness: Malay identity across
boundaries.  Singapore & Honolulu: Singapore
University Press & University of Hawaii Press.
9971692791. V7-K52347. [Courtesy of U. Washington
Lib. SEA English language acquisitions]

*Bunnell, Tim

2004 Malaysia, Modernity and the Multimedia Super
Corridor: A critical geography of intelligent
landscapes. London & New York: RutledgeCurzon.
xii, 203 pp. Hb. ISBN 0-415-25634-8. [List of figures,
Acknowledgements, List of abbreviations ---- Ch.1
“Introduction® - Ch.2 “Modernity, space and the
government of landscape” -- Ch.3 “Positioning Malaysia:
connections, divisions and development” -- Ch.4 “Kuala
Lumpur City Centre (KLCC): global reorientation” --
Ch.5 “Putrajaya and Cyberjaya: intelligent cities,
intelligent citizens” -- Ch.6 “Beneath the intelligent cities:
socio-spatial dividing practices” -- Ch.7 “Conclusion”
- Notes, References, Index.]

* Chua Beng Huat (ed.)

2004 Communitarian Politics in Asia. London & New
York: RutledgeCurzon. xiii, 191 pp. [Chua Beng Huat's
introductory chapter (pp. 1-24) has some Malaysian
content and 3 or 4 pages on Singapore; and his ch. 5
(pp. 78-101) “Communitarianism without competitive

politics in Singapore” is all about Singapore — Robert W.
Hefner's Chapter 7 (pp.122-147) “Shariah formalism or
democratic communitarianism? The Islamic resurgence
and political theory” uses Malaysian and Indonesian
examples.]

* DeBernardi, Jean

2004 Rite of Belonging: Memory, Modernity, abd
Identity in a Malaysian Chinese Community.
Stanford: Stanford University Press. 336 pp.

* Emmers, Ralf

2004 Non-Traditional Security in the Asia-Pacific:
The Dynamics of Securitisation. Singapore: Eastern
Universities Press. 84 pp. [Ch. 3, analyses the
securitization of piracy and maritime terrorism in
Singapore -- Other chapters deal with ASEAN countries
more generally -- See the review by Rommel C. Banlaoi
in Contemporary Southeast Asia: A Journal of
International and Strategic Affairs, V.26,n.2, Aug
2004, pp. 388-391.]

* Gomez, Edmund Terence (ed.)

2004 The State of Malaysia: Ethnicity, equity and
reform. New York: RutledgeCurzon. xiii, 258 pp. Hb.
ISBN 0-415-33357. [Edmund Terence Gomez,
“Introduction: politics, business and ethnicity in
Malaysia: a state in transition” — Ch. 1, William Case,
“Testing Malaysia’s pseudo-democracy” -- Ch. 2, Sumit
K. Mandal, “ Transethnic solidarities, racialisation and
social equality” -- Ch. 3, Jason P. Abbott, “The Internet,
reformasi and democratization in Malaysia” -- Ch. 4,
Claudia Derichs, “Political crisis and reform in Malaysia”
-- Ch. 5, Bridget Welsh, “Real change? Elections in the

reformasi era” - Ch. 6, Edmund Terence Gomez,
“Governance, affirmative action and enterprise
development.  ownership and control of corporate
Malaysia” - Ch. 7, Lorrain Carlos Salazar,

“Privatisation, and enterprise development: Liberalising
telecommunications in Malaysia” - Ch. 8, Kikue
Hamayotsu, “Islamisation, patronage and political
ascendancy: The politics and business of Islam in
Malaysia” -- Index -- Abstracted from the back cover:
Provides an overview of the current state of Malaysian
political and economic developments as well as
governance in terms of ethnicity, patronage and the
reform movement.]

* Hamilton, Roy W.

2004 The Art of Rice: Spirit and Sustenance in Asia.
Seattle: University of Washington Press. 552 pp.

* Lai Ah Eng (ed.)

2004 Beyond Rituals and Riots: Ethnic Pluralism
and Social Cohesion in Singapore. Singapore:
Eastern Universities that Press by Marshall Cavendish.
Xiii, 370 pp. Pb. ISBN 981-210-272-8. [Tommy Koh,
"Foreword", ix-x - Lai Ah Eng, "Preface", xi -xiii -- Lai
Ah Eng, Ch.1 "Introduction: beyond rituals and riots",
pp. 1-40 -- Ganesan Narayanam, Ch. 2, "The political
history of ethnic relations in Singapore", pp. 41-64 —
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Eugene Tan, Ch. 3 "We, the citizens of Singapore....
multiethnicity, its evolution and its aberrations", pp. 65-
97 -- Kevin Tan, Ch. 4 "The legal and institutional
framework and issues of multiculturalism in Singapore",
pp. 98-113 -- Christine Lee, Mary Cherian, Rahil Ismail,
Maureen Ng, Jasmine Sim & Chee Min Fui, Ch. 5
"Children's experiences of multiracial relationships in
informal primary school settings", pp. 114-145 -- Trivina
Kang, Ch. 6 "Schools and post-secondary aspirations
among female Chinese, Malay and Indian normal
stream students”, pp. 146-171 -- Lana Khong, Joy Chew
& Jonathan Goh, Ch. 7 "How now, NE? An exploratory
study of ethnic relations in three Singapore schools", pp.
172-196 -- Angeline Khoo & Lim Kam Ming, Ch.8
"Trainee teachers' stereotypes of ethnic groups in
Singapore", pp. 197-227 -- S. Gopinathan, Ho Wah Kam
& Vanithamani Saravanan, Ch.9 "Ethnicity management
and language education in Singapore schools", pp. 228-
257 -- Lai Ah Eng & Rosaleen Ow, Ch.10 "Cross-
cultural issues in social service delivery by family
service centres”, pp.258-288 -- Kenneth Paul Tan, Ch.
11 "Ethnic representation on Singapore fim and
television", pp.289-315 -- Brenda Yeoh & Shirlena
Huang, Ch.12 "Foreign talent' in our midst: new
challenges to sense of community and ethnic relations
in  Singapore", pp.316-338 -- Curricula vitae of
contributors == Abbreviations == List of tables, charts &
figures - Index -- From the back cover... by Sharon
Siddique, "A first-of-a-kind volume of inter-disciplinary
essays that examines Singapore's ethnic pluralism from
all dimensions - beginning to end, and top-down/bottom-
up... A must-read for all educationists, social scientists,
and policy-makers in our increasingly contentious,
cosmopolitan world."

* Mudacumura, Gedeon M. & M. Shamsul Haque
2004 Handbook of Development Policy Studies
(Public Administration and Public Policy/108). New
York & Basel: Marcel Dekker, Inc. Hb. ISBN 0-8247-
0602-1. xi, 754 pp. [See especially (1) Habibul Haque
Khondker, "Science and technology policies for
development: the case of Singapore", Ch. 17, pp. 331-
343; and (2) Brenda S. A. Yeoh, Theresa Wong &
Elaine Ho, "Transnational labor migration, gender, and
development in Southeast Asia", which is relevant to
Malaysia & Singapore, Ch. 27, pp. 491-508.]

* Porritt, Vernon L.

2004 The rise and fall of communism in Sarawak.
Victoria, Australia: Monash University Press. xiv, 355
pp. Pb. ISBN 1-876924-27-6. [From the back cover --
"As Sarawak evolved from a British colonial outpost to
statehood in the Federation of Malaysia, social and
political  stability was threatened by communist
insurgency. This book explains how communism was
nurtured among the youth of Sarawak's ethnic Chinese

community from the early 1940s, how it grew into a
powerful guerrilla movement that survived for decades,
and the movement was overcome."]

*Rex, John & Gurharpal Singh (eds.)

2004 Governance in Multicultural Societies. Hants,
England & Burlington, Vermont: Ashgate Publishing
Company. xiv, 249 pp. Hb. ISBN 0-754637689. [List
of Tables, Notes on Contributors, Acknowledgements,
Introduction, 17 chapters, Afterword, Index -- Steve
Fenton’s Ch. 11, pp. 144-156, “Malaysia and Capitalist
Modernization: Plural and Multicultural Models” is the
only chapter particularly related to MSB SG, but other
chapters provide suggestive comparison.]

* Schaebler, Birgit & Leif Stenberg (eds.)

2004 GLOBALIZATION and the Muslim World:
Culture, Religion, and Modernity. Syracuse, N.Y..
Syracuse University Press. xiii, 266 pp. Hb. ISBN 0-
8156-3049-2. [See especially, Toby E. Huff, Ch. 7,
"Globalization and the internet: the Malaysian
experience", pp. 138-152.]

*See Seng Tan & Amitav Acharya (eds.)

2004 Asia-Pacific Security Cooperation: National
Interests and Regional Order. Armonk, N.Y. &
London: M.E.Sharpe. xxxii, 264 pp. Hb. ISBN 0-7656-
1474-X.  [Acknowledgments, Introduction, List of
Acronyms & Abbreviations, 12 chapters, Notes, About
the Editors & Contributors, Index -- The most directly
relevant chapters to MSB are J.N. Mak’s Ch. 8, pp. 127-
153, “Malaysian defense and security cooperation:
coming out of the closet” ; and Chin Kin Wah'’s Ch. 10,
pp. 172-189, “Singapore’s perspective on the Asia-
Pacific Security Architecture”.]

*Ser, Tan Ern

2004 Does class matter: social stratification and
orientations in Singapore [Tan Em Series]. World
Scientific. 981238829X. [Courtesy of University of
Washington Lib. SEA English language acquisitions]

* Tong, Chee Kiong

2004 Chinese death rituals in Singapore.
(Anthropology of Asia series). New York & London:
RutledgeCurzon/Taylor&Francis. [Courtesy of Univ. of
Washington Lib. SEA English language acquisitions]

Amnesty International

(Abstracted from information provided by Margaret
John, Coordinator for Singapore & Malaysia, Amnesty
International Canada) Closure of Far Eastern
Economic Review - Far Eastern Economic Review,
which has for decades reported and fearlessly
commented on human rights violations in Asia , has
announced its closure due to continuing losses. It will
be succeeded by a monthly publication under the same
name devoted to "issues and ideas", largely written by
prominent figures in Asian politics, business and
academe. The Sydney Morning Herald & Age comment
that "it had angered then prime minister Lee Kuan Yew
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with a report on a security crackdown against church
activists...the magazine's circulation was restricted and
Mr Lee successfully sued for libel, winning massive
damages...[FEER's closure] will be welcomed in Asia by
the authoritarian governments with which it took issue in
its 58-year history".

(1) “Malaysia: ~ Anwar lbrahim’'s release renews
confidence in Judicial independences” [Decision by
Malaysia’s highest court to uphold the final appeals of
former deputy prime minister Anwar lbrahim and his
adopted brother, Sukma Darmawan - Catherine Baber,
deputy Asia director at Amnesty International, said that
the Federal Court’s decision marks an historic milestone
in restoring confidence in the rule of law and respect for
human rights in Malaysia]; (2) “Opposition leader Dr
Chee Soon Juan risks bankruptcy and therefore
exclusion from seeking parliamentary office” [Dated
September 24, 2004, text from the original: Amnesty
International is concerned that defamation suits against
Dr Chee Soon Juan, Secretary General of the small
opposition Singapore Democratic Party, may lead to
bankruptcy and thus his exclusion from seeking
parliamentary election. The suits were brought by
Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew and former Prime
Minister Goh Chok Tong. Dr Chee has no legal
counsel, as he could not get a Singapore lawyer to
defend him, and he has been denied the right to
appoint Queen's Council lawyers from Australia and
Hong Kong. No ruling People's Action Party (PAP)
leader has ever lost a defamation suit against an
opposition figure in court. Dr Chee is recognized
internationally as a human rights defender and in 2003
received the Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA)
award as a Defender of Democracy. He had meetings
in Canada in 2003 with a number of individuals in
government, the Canadian Labour Congress,
academics and Amnesty International Canada.

The current suits against Dr Chee stem from the
2001 election campaign during street electioneering,
when he publicly challenged then Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong and the government to explain and justify
US$10 billion of loans previously offered to former
President Suharto of Indonesia. Dr Chee later
apologised to the Prime Minister for the manner of his
questioning and personal offence caused by it. This
and a subsequent apology were rejected, and Goh
Chok Tong demanded a formal apology, damages and
costs for the allegedly libelous attack on his "character,
competence and integrity" as Prime Minister. The then
Senior Minister Lee Kuan Yew made similar demands.
Dr Chee subsequently apologised as demanded,
agreed not to repeat the allegations and to pay]; (3)
Opposition critic and veteran human rights campaigner
J. B. Jeyaretnam has faced a series of defamation suits

for several years by members and leaders of the ruling
PAP which have resulted in his bankruptcy. He is now
appealing for a discharge from bankruptcy, which is
being heard the week beginning Oct 25, 2004. If he is
successful, he will be eligible to contest the next
election and once again enter the official political arena.
Leaders of the ruling PAP alleged that Workers’ Party
leader Jeyaretnam defamed them during the Jan 1997
election campaign. The PAP subsequently won 81 of
83 seats in Parliament. In 1997 Al representative,
Canadian Judge Paul Bentley attended the defamation
trial, and in 2001 Al and Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada
sent Canadian lawyer Howard Rubin to attend two
appeals involving J.B.  Jeyaretnam.  Almnesty
International recognizes the PAP leaders’ right to
defend their reputations, but has continuing concerns
that the real motive behind the economically ruinous
defamation suits is to silence opposition politicians by
removing them from public life. If the suits are not
dismissed Jeyaretnam would have to pay damages and
coststo both ministers. Damages now are being
spoken of in the US$500,000 range, with legal costs
approximately US$200,000, which he states he cannot
pay. Bankruptcy proceedings would then be started
against him, and, as a bankrupt, he would not be
allowed to seek a parliamentary seat. He is being
accused of having foreign links with such organizations
as Amnesty International, PGA and Human Rights
Watch.  Amnesty International's  concerns  are
aggravated by the history of previous defamation suits
in Singapore.

A.l. Update (Selected from e-mail received from
Margaret John Nov. 10). (1) Reporting on the death
sentence faced by Viethamese/ Australian national
Nguyen Tuong Van, Reuters correspondent Jason Szep
writes (24/10) that, a day after Al challenged Singapore
to disclose the total number of executions this year, the
government divulged for the first time that six people
had been hanged from January to September 2004 and
19 for the whole of 2003. Earlier requests for these
statistics by Reuters had been turned down by the
Singapore  government. Tim  Parritt, ~ Singapore
researcher in Al's International Secretariat, commented
that providing these figures was a "step forward, but the
government should disclose a lot more than the bare
number of executions. We call for a full breakdown...
year by year... to illuminate to what extent the death
penalty may be falling disproportionately on more
vulnerable sections of society... whether by reason of
the nationality, educational or professional background,
socio-economic status etc". Szep refers to American
science fiction writer William Gibson's portrayal of
Singapore as "Disneyland with the death penalty"; (2) a)
Two men charged with kidnapping a seven-year-old
girl escaped the death penalty, because they had
released her before asking for a ransom -- they were
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given instead a life term and three strokes of the cane
(StraitsTimes Oct. 9) - b) 17 Muslim men have had
their ISA detention orders extended for another two
years -- They were accused of belonging to a militant
group that plotted attacks against the US embassy and
other targets in Singapore -- They are held without trial
-- The Internal Security Department said Mahfuh Halimi
and Salim Marwan were released, as they had
"responded well to counselling" (AFP Sep. 15) - Al
calls for the detainees to be brought to trial or released -
- ¢) Former TV presenter Vidya Shankar Aiyar, now
serving a 16-month jail term for molesting a woman, has
been spared the cane because of a slipped disc (Straits
Times Sep. 9) -- d) Convicted robber Tan Eng Chye,
who appealed on the grounds that caning would
endanger his life as he had a rare medical condition,
lost his appeal (StraitsTimes Sep. 7) — e) Anwar
lbrahim returned to Malaysia October 31 to crowds of
cheering supporters, who ignored the police ban on
gatherings to greet him and who garlanded him with
flowers as they chanted "reformasi" and "long live
Anwar" -- () Former prisoner of conscience Dr
Munawar Anees (Anwar's former speech writer and
adviser) gave a talk in New York in late October in the
series "What is Enlightenment?” -- The focus was the
fate of the Muslim world, which Dr Anees described as a
determining factor in the future of the planet and one of
the most pressing issues to confront the global
community -- Issues included: coexistence of the
Muslim world and the West, possible reform of the
Muslim world, and democracy and Islam -- Dr Anees's
focus mirrors Anwar Ibrahim's reported wish to
concentrate for the next year or so on trying to improve
relations between the West and Islam - (g) Lim Kit
Siang, one of several prominent individuals and civil
society bodies judging Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi's
first year in office, commented that he had "raised sky-
high public hopes of reform but...people are still waiting
for the rhetoric of a clean, efficient and incorruptible
government to be translated into deeds" (AFP Oct. 28)
-- Addressing the United Nations in September, Prime
Minister Abdullah Badawi had advocated "genuine
dialogue" and the need to'rid ourselves of the
prejudices and bigotry triggered by September 11" --
(h) The Malaysian government has offered an amnesty
for the estimated 1.2 million illegal immigrants, including
6,000 held in detention centres, so that they can retumn
to their home countries for Hari Raya or Ramadan
festivals -- The offer does not apply if they do not have
valid travel documents or are needed as witnesses in
court cases -- Those who do not take up the offer can
be jailed up to five years and/or fined up to 10,000
ringgit or be whipped (StraitsTimes 23/10, 30/10, AFP
29/10) -- (i) Brunei's newly opened Parliament

has approved a constitutional amendment allowing for
limited elections, opening the way for the kingdom's
first polls in over 40 years - Up to 15 members are to
be elected by the people in the 45-member parliament
AFP 27/9) -- The Sultan will retain the power of veto --
Analysts had warned the absolute monarchy that it
risked lagging behind free-market economies of
southeast Asia and Vietnam if it failed to implement
reforms (AFP 26/9, FEER 7/10) -- Brunei's last
elections were in 1962 and won by the Brunei People's
Party, which opposed royal rule -- The party was
promptly disbanded, and an armed revolt crushed by
British troops.

Professional Positions

NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

Politics of Southeast Asia/ Comparative Politics/
International Relations --

The Department of Political Science at Northern
Illincis University invites applications for a tenure-track
position, at the level of Assistant or Associate Professor,
in the politics of Southeast Asia beginning fall 2005.
The successful candidate will teach courses in
comparative politics and international relations. The
normal teaching load averages 4.5 courses per
academic year and will include both undergraduate and
graduate courses. All candidates are expected to have
done research focusing on Southeast Asia. Candidates
at the associate and senior assistant levels also should
have completed significant scholarly publications
focusing on the region; those at the beginning assistant
level should demonstrate the promise of such
publications. A record of success in securing external
grants is desirable. The successful applicant will
affiliate with the university's Center for Southeast Asian
Studies, comprising 24 faculty members. The Center is
a National Resource Center for Southeast Asia, the
recipient of numerous grants, has ties with several
Southeast Asian universities, and oversees the teaching
of five languages of the region. The Department of
Political Science has 24 faculty members and offers
B.A., B.S., MA. and Ph.D. degrees. NIU is located 60
miles west of Chicago with an enrollment of 25,000,
including a graduate student body of over 6,400.
Applicants should send curriculum vitae, letter of
application, three letters of recommendation,
appropriate  transcripts and writing samples to:
Professor Daniel Kempton, Chair, Department of
Political Science, Northern lllinois University, DeKalb, IL
60115-2887 (dkempton@niu.edu). Review of Appl-
ications will begin November 15, 2004.  Review of
applications will continue until the position is filled.
Northern lllinois University is an AA/EO employer and
strongly encourages applications from women and
minority candidates.
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Call for Papers/Conferences

-- Dec 31, 2004. Closing date for submissions of
original manuscripts to be published in a special issue
of Crossroads, in conjunction with Asian Cinema, on
caricature, comic books, comic strips, gag and
magazine cartoons, humor magazines, humorous
drawings, political cartoons, Manga, development
comics, and cartoon animation. Manuscripts should not
be more than 30 pages in length, double spaced with a
1 inch margin. lllustrations relevant to discussion
welcome.  Authors of accepted articles required to
obtain a letter of permission to reproduce illustrations.
Send submissions to John A. Lent; Crossroads Special
issue; 669 Ferne Blvd; Drexel Hill, PA 19026.

- Jan27-30, 2005. International Conference on
Cultural & Religious Mosaic of South and Southeast
Asia: Conflict and Consensus through the Ages.
New Delhi, An SSEASR conference sponsored by the
IAHR, a Unesco affiliate. A call for papers on any
subject within the scope of the conference. Details: at
www.sseasr.org & www.icvsolutions.com/iahr. (Info
from:  Amarjiva Lochan, Dr Convenor, SSEASR Con-
ference, 2005; Email: secretariat@sseasr.org ).
-- Jan31- Feb 2, 2005 “International Conference on
the Languages and Literatures of Western Borneo:
144 Years of Research”. Sponsored by the Institute
of the Malay World and Civilization (ATMA), Institute
of Occidental Studies (IKON),Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM), The Tun Jugah Foundation and the
Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka - Conference focused on
literary and linguistic research about languages of
Western Borneo: papers in descriptive & historical
linguistics, language maintenance and  shift,
ethnography of speech, ethnopoetics, regional
dialectology, history of translation, studies in oral and
traditional literature, lexicography, literary history, and
the sociology of language. Paper title & abstract by 15
November.  Invited Speakers: R.A. Blust; V.K.
Gorlinski; Amin Sweeney; U. Tadmor; Chairil Effendi;
B. Nothofer; U. Kratz; F. Schulze; Amar Margeret
Linggi; Vinson Sutlive. E-mail addresses for details:
pshatma@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my AND/OR
ppatma@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my

- Mar _31-Apr 3. 2005. Annual Meeting of the
Association for Asian Studies: Chicago — Hyatt
Regency Hotel. Register by March 1, 2005 to obtain
the pre-registration rate. Register by credit card online
at www.aasianst.org/annmtg.htm .

-- Apr 3-6, 2005. The Ninth International Conference
on Thai Studies: Northern lllinois University.
DeKalb, IL. Program includes some panels and papers
concerning Malay speaking populations in South
Thailand. E-mail thai_conference@niu.edu / NIU
Website www.niu.edu.seasite/conferences for details.

Prospectus

Berita is a quarterly publication of the Malaysia,
Singapore, Brunei Studies Group of AAS. It is a bulletin
board, forum and publication for all scholarly disciplines
concerned with  Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei
Studies. It is published four times yearly and distributed
to subscribers mid-month in February, May, August and
November.

Address all correspondence and submissions for
publication to rprovenc@juno.com or to Ron
Provencher, P.O. Box 13336, Burton, WA 98013.
Submissions for publication of announcements or
scholarly contributions should be sent: (1) as an Attach-
ment to an e-mail message to the above e-mail
address; OR (2) as a double-spaced typed manuscript
to the above mailing address. Also state your wish

to publish the contribution in Berita.  The editor,
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Barbara L. Provencher, M.A.
Haron Omar Abdullah, B.A. w/Distinction
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